PROBLEMS   OF  ADMINISTRATION

benefit of society. If this were not so, the argument that
the taxes were levied by popular will would not hold.
Harijan, 8-9-'46

Crime and Its Punishment

In independent India of the non-violent type3 there
will be crime but no criminals. They will not be punish-
ed. Crime is a disease like any other malady and is a
product of the prevalent social system. Therefore, all
crime including murder will be treated as a disease.
Whether such an India will ever come into being is
another question.
Harijan, 5-5-!46

What should our jails be like in free India ? All
criminals should be treated as patients and the jails should
be hospitals admitting this class of patients for treatment
and cure. No one commits crime for the fun of it. It is
a sign of a diseased mind. The causes of a particular
disease should be investigated and removed. They need
not have palatial buildings when their jails become
hospitals. No country can afford that, much less can a
poor country like India. But the outlook of the jail staff
should be that of physicians and nurses in a hospital.
The prisoners should feel that the officials are their
friends. They are there to help them to regain their
mental health and not to harass them in any way. The
popular governments have to issue necessary orders,
but meanwhile the jail staff can do not a little to huma-
nize their administration. What is the duty of the prison-
ers ?...They should behave as ideal prisoners. They
should avoid breach of jail discipline. They should put
their heart and soul into whatever work is entrusted to
them. For instance, the prisoners* food is cooked by
themselves. They should clean the rice, dal or whatever